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main framework of the negative consists of a number of vertical ribs, shaded (not black) in the figure, and
horizontal ones at top and bottom. Across the vertical ribs is a series of thin lead strips or shelves, forming, with
the stouter upright ribs, an extended grid-iron arrangement. Between adjacent shelves, or horizontal strips, are
the spaces for the insertion of the paste. To provide additional strength to the structure, another vertical strip is
inserted between each vertical pair. These added strips, shown in black, do not extend from face to face of the
plate, but simply form a central portion or web. In the regions of the corners of the plate similar strips are
placed obliquely, as shown. The righthand portion of the plates illustrate the method employed to keep the
paste in position. The need for some such device will be apparent after a little consideration. Imagine the spaces
in the left-hand portion to be filled with paste; the latter, on drying and hardening, tends to contract slightly.
Hence each pellet of paste, occupying a position between two of the shelves, is liable to loosen slightly, and thus
to some extent quit its hold of the metal of the grid. If the entire pellet becomes loose it will...
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