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the first day save grass and roots, and with water dangerous to obtain, has gone down in American history as
comparable in heroism to the defense of the Alamo and the stand at the Little Big Horn of the troops of General
George A. Custer. Now, in Five Days in October, historian Robert H. Ferrell presents new material-previously
unavailable-about what really happened during those days in the forest. Despite the description of them as a
lost battalion, the men were neither lost nor a battalion. The name was coined by a New York newspaper editor
who, upon learning that a sizable body of troops had been surrounded, thought up the notion of a Lost
Battalion-it possessed a ring sure to catch the attention of readers. The trapped men actually belonged to
companies from two battalions of the Seventy-seventh, and their exact placement was well known, reported by
runners at the outset of the action and by six carrier pigeons released by their commander, Major Charles W.
Whittlesey, during the five days his men were there. The causes of the entrapment were several, including
command failures and tactical errors. The men...
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