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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A History of the Inquisition of Spain, Vol. 1 of 4 In the
following pages I have sought to trace, from the original sources as far as possible, the character and career of
an institution which exercised no small influence on the fate of Spain and even, one may say, indirectly on the
civilized world. The material for this is preserved so superabundantly in the immense Spanish archives that no
one writer can pretend to exhaust the subject. There can be no finality in a history resting on so vast a mass of
inedited documents and I do not flatter myself that I have accomplished such a result, but I am not without
hope that what I have drawn from them and from the labors of previous scholars has enabled me to present a
fairly accurate survey of one of the most remarkable organizations recorded in human annals. In this a
somewhat minute analysis has seemed to be indispensable of its structure and methods of procedure, of its
relations with the other bodies of the State and of its dealings with the various classes subject to its extensive
jurisdiction. This has involved the accumulation of much detail in order to present the daily operation of a
tribunal of which the real importance is to be sought, not so much in the awful solemnities of the auto de fe, or
in the cases of a few celebrated victims, as in the silent influence exercised by its incessant and secret labors
among the mass of the people and in the limitations which it placed on the Spanish intellect - in the resolute
conservatism with which it held...
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